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Don't throw away 
your shot to score 
‘Hamilton’ tickets 


Dallas, your shot to see Hamilton is 
on the way. Dallas Summer Musicals 
announced that the touring version 
of the groundbreaking musical 
about the $10 founding father 
without a father will arrive in April 
2019 — and tickets are on sale 
now, if you’re willing to purchase a 
subscription to the entire season, 
which will feature several other 
current Broadway hits. Get details 
in Arts & Life, 1E. 


Joan Marcus 


PANDEMIC OF 1918 


‘Greatest killer of all time’ 


Spanish flu’s swift spread 
left hundreds dead in 


Dallas and 50M worldwide 


By DAVID TARRANT 
Staff Writer 
dtarrant@dallasnews.com 


The year was 1918, and Army 
camps in Texas swelled with 
young men training to fight in 


Europe in World War I. 

But an invisible enemy already 
posed a deadly threat: The Span- 
ish flu of 1918 killed thousands of 
soldiers across the country before 
they ever made it to the battle- 
field. It swept through cities and 
towns, spreading fear. The flu 
ultimately claimed more than 50 
million lives worldwide — includ- 
ing more than 500,000 Ameri- 


cans — and infected hundreds of 
millions of others. 

One hundred years later, as 
Dallas faces another deadly flu 
outbreak, the Spanish flu has 
been largely forgotten by the pub- 
lic. 

But not by those who study 
viral infection and the way it 


See SOLDIERS Page 14A 


TEXAS EDUCATION 


Pastor's 
message: 
Vouchers 
are evil 


Some lawmakers label 
him fraud in his groups 
fight for public schools 


By ROBERT T. GARRETT 
Austin Bureau 
rtgarrett@dallasnews.com 


AUSTIN — Quoting Bible 
verses and calling the school 
vouchers proposal by Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick and other lawmak- 
ers “sinful” Fort Worth minister 
Charlie Johnson has been driving 
feverishly around the state before 
the March 6 primary. 

At rallies and impromptu 
meetings arranged by friendly 
school superintendents with lo- 
cal ministers, the longtime South- 
ern Baptist preacher delivers a 
fiery message on behalf of pub- 
lic schools. His get-out-the-vote 
crusade has irritated GOP state 
leaders and staunchly conserva- 
tive activists who favor using tax 
dollars to help parents of children 
enrolled in public schools pay for 
them to attend private schools. 

Johnson, pastor of the small, 
interracial Bread Fellowship 
in Fort Worth, does not mince 
words. Christians have an obliga- 
tion to embrace public schools as 
a social good, especially for poor 
children, he says. 

As he said in a sharp exchange 
with a leading House voucher 
proponent at a legislative hear- 
ing just over a year ago, “You 
have the right to home-school 
your children. You have the right 
to ‘private school’ your children. 
You don’t have the right to ask the 
people of Texas to pay for it.” 

While critics have accused 
Johnson of defending tone-deaf 
school district administrators and 
teacher unions, which they say are 
indifferent about low-performing 
schools, his group Pastors for 


By TODD J. GILLMAN 


Washington Bureau 
tgillman@dallasnews.com 


WASHINGTON — Aside from 
the promises kept or broken, the tur- 
moil and tweet rants, historians are 
already debating whether Donald 
Trump has had a lasting impact on 


INSIDE 


HAITIAN-BORN mayor of Plano 


objects to Trump remarks. 8A 


STATEMENTS on Africa, Haiti, 
divide the religious right. 8A 


He cast himself as an outsider who 


ANALYSIS | TRUMP’S FIRST YEAR 


Is the presidency 
changed forever? 


Doug Mills/The New York Times 
American democracy hinges not just on checks and balances but also on norms and expectations. 
President Donald Trump has shattered one after another — to the delight of some and the chagrin of others. 


As norms fall, experts debate how much of this is indelible 


He refused to set aside business 
interests, questioned the legitimacy 
of judges whose rulings he disagreed 
with and railed at a free press. He's 
warned of conspiracies in his own 
government. He’s turned a friendly 
face toward Russia while pressuring 
NATO allies, and demanded jail for 
his main political rival while urging 


Missile 
alert 
causes 
panic 


People flock to shelters 
as human error lights up 
phones with false alarm 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


For 38 harrowing minutes, 
residents and tourists in Ha- 
waii were left to believe that 
missiles were streaming across 
the sky toward the Pacific is- 
land chain after an erroneous 
alert Saturday morning by the 
state’s emergency manage- 
ment agency. 

“BALLISTIC MISSILE 
THREAT INBOUND TO HA- 
WAII,” warned an 8:07 a.m. 
message transmitted across 
the state’s cellphone networks. 
“SEEK IMMEDIATE SHEL- 
TER. THIS IS NOT A DRILL.” 

Only after an inexplica- 
ble delay by the state agency 
— during which residents 
scrambled to seek shelter and 
contact relatives — was a sub- 
sequent message sent describ- 
ing the missile warning as a 
“false alarm.” 

“What happened today was 
totally unacceptable,” said Gov. 
David Ige. “Many in our com- 
munity were deeply affected by 
this. I am sorry for that pain 
and confusion that anyone 
might have experienced.” 

Officials said the alert 
was the result of human er- 
ror and not the work of hack- 
ers or a foreign government. 
The mistake occurred during 
a shift-change drill that takes 
place three times a day at the 
emergency command post, ac- 
cording to Richard Rapoza, a 
spokesman for the agency. 


the presidency. 

The American system of govern- 
ment hinges not just on constitu- 
tional checks and balances but also 
on norms and expectations. In his 


would shake up Washington and 
“drain the swamp,’ and they welcome 
whatever change he can bring to the 
office, the longer-lasting the better. 
The pivots from precedent have 


“Someone clicked the 
wrong thing on the computer, 
he said. “It was erroneous.” 

But the explanation of how 
the alert was sent came only af- 


Texas Children offers an alterna- 
tive. Beginning in inner-city Dal- 
las schools, the group has begun 
matching churches with troubled 
campuses. Church members will 


an open mind toward white suprem- 
acists. 

His vulgar and scornful descrip- 
tion of developing countries last 


try to help each “adopted” school’s 


shattered one after another. 


first year as president, Trump has 


gone far beyond policy shifts. The 


45th president has done things the 


week was only the latest instance of 


ter concern over the mistaken 
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